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Japan earns third straight mixed—team gold Judo

Japan’ s judoka brought the curtain down on the world championships and brought
the home crowd to its feet on Sunday by clinching their third—straight mixed—team
gold medal.

Japan swept past South Korea in the quarterfinals and Brazil in the semifinals,
both by 4-0 scores. In the final, Kokoro Kageura and men’ s 73—kg gold medalist
Shohei Ono each won their bouts by ippon as did Chizuru Arai. Arai, knocked out
in the third round of the women’ s 70-kg division, beat France’ s gold medalist
Marie Eve Gahie. X5 &
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MGC offers path to 2020 Games / Track & Field

The inaugural Marathon Grand Championship gets underway with tickets to the
2020 Tokyo Olympics on the line.

In the men’ s race, national-record holder Suguru Osako and Yuta Shitara are the
gold— medal favorites, followed by some other top runners, including Asian Games
gold medalist Hiroto Inoue.
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Nakamura, Maeda victorious in MGC races / Track & Field

While Osako and former national record holder Yuta Shitara had been the
favorites to win the 30-man race, the men’ s competition was surprisingly
dramatic.

Shitara set the pace early, establishing a lead of 1 minute, 44 seconds at the 10—
km mark and expanding it to over 2 minutes at the midway point. But he gradually
began slowing down, allowing the chasing runners to cut into his advantage. The
nine—man group behind the leader reduced Shitara’ s lead to less than a minute at
the U-turn of the Imperial Palace’ s Nijubashi Bridge, located at about 32 km.
Around 5 km down the course, Shitara was finally swallowed up by the group and
quickly fell behind.

Shitara, who ran a then—national record of 2:06:11 at last year’ s Tokyo Marathon,
was 14th in 2:16:09.
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The Japan Times

Automakers hire fewer contract staff as vehicle sales decrease
nationwide

Slumping vehicle sales are starting to take a toll on the employment situation in
the automotive industry.

Honda Motor Co. has also suspended recruitment of workers on similar terms at
its Yorii plant in Saitama, which produces SUVs and sedans.
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